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St. Albert murder victim drugged 
and beaten, court hears 


laid out the shape of their case to the 
jury on morning, which tial the court Bpould show Musila had 
alleges Musila drugged Worsfold, then a guest in the apartment after midnight 
stabbed him and beat him with a ham- that night, and that Musila said Worsfold 
‘mer until he died. Hankinson said the was out of town, although he was 
Crown believes his body was put in already deceased in the apartment. 
4 blue tote and wansported to several Hankinson said Worsfold and Musila 
locations in the region, including a resi- were residing together in the apart- 
dence on a rural property outside of — ment building on Mission Avenue in 
mn July 2017, although Musila also had an 
‘apartment unit elsewhere in the build- 


Content warning: This story contains 
graphic details 


What followed was a days-long frantic se patiersin i fo see 50 wit The Crown asserts the incident took 
search for her father, which culminated nesses, between 10 p.m. and midnight on ing. 
in the eventual discovery of his body in Grown prosecutor Patricia Hankinson the evening of July 7, 2017. SEE TRAIL ON 8 
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‘Being Mama Stanle} 
feat for St Albert's Mary Loewen. 
Two Oilers Blazers. check: 
Chrome makeup, check. Tinsel 


it, Finally 
homemade 


he dor 3 
ing at abe wears on her 
a with 3.500 sequins. coc 
eeedually 
Bes 

“i took 
denis iriend along ti 
See that” she sad. 


Erery time 1 go to Rogers, 
igs always my head that sets the 


security of 


“Always a sports fan, she came 
to adore the Oilers only after 


3 moved from Saskatchews 


fo Edmonton back in 1983. Up 
fo then, she'd been a New York 


Islanders fan. 
But then. 


“They were playing in 1984 for 


the Cup, the Islanders and the 

Oilers. Being in the city was so 

‘awesome and electrifying, I got 

Oiler fever” she said with a happy 

lilt in her voice at the memory. 

“L went down to the Coliseum, 
and you could feel the pande- 
jmonium. Rexall was vibing, it 
truly was,” she said. 

‘Oilermania brought some 
light into a challenging life for 
Loewen, mother of a daughter, 
Katrina, and a son. 

Ryan Iron Eagle, had con- 
tracted pneumococcal menin- 
gitis at six months of age. AS 
5 result, hed grow but never 

walk, nor gain the least bit of 
independence. 

Perpetually in need of care, 
yan was alot of work, but never 


the crown: 
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pinned on with little 


my daughter and my 
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) Oilers superfan dazzles as Mama Stanley 


‘MARY LOEWEN/Suppied 


oilers superfan Mary Loewen poses with two of her own fans while dressed 
Ss the Stanley Cup. Loewen goes by Mama Stanley when she is dressed to 
impress and she plans on being at a watch party or tallgate for every play- 


off game. 


a burden, with everyone in the 
family chipping in devotedly, 
including his new stepdad. 

“Me and my grandson were 
watching Avatar, where a guy in 
‘a wheelchair couldn't walk, but 
in his mind he went to a place 
where he could walk and run. 
“My grandson said, ‘Dontt you 
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wish we could do that with uncle 
Ryan?” she said. 

Her sweet son always seemed 
to love the buzz generated by 
Oilers game day, she recalled. 

“Held laugh and get silly —he 
could feel the excitement” she 


got to be close to the players 
‘Along came an idol 

Messier bent down. 
smiling young man. 


son, even though Ryan couldn't 
Understand” she said. “He said, 
Hey, little buddy! 

just melted” 


the bent over and talked to him, 
laughing and getting silly with 
him. It was a beautiful moment, 
[have to say, I will never, never 
forget it” 


whole family’s 
around Ryan. 


pneumonia on Sept. 21, 2013. He 
was 28, 


caregiver 
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paint, wig, outfit, I'm good to gor 
the said. 

‘She dresses as 
ley” for every game. 

Yat the San Jose game, the last 
season game of the year, she 
brought a sign she made that 
read “Stanley Cup, Here We 
Come? 

it got a rousing cheer when it 
turned up on the big screen TY. 

if there's a secret to being a 

super fan’ it may be holding fast 
to conviction. 

‘And Loewen 
woman. 

“if there's two minutes left in 
the game, I'm still cheering ‘em 
on. I don't give up’ she said. 

‘Sunday when the Oilers were 
down 3-0, some of the young 
people got a bit quiet at the 
watch party. 

“{ told them, ‘I know they're 
going to win. You just got to 
believe,” she said, 

‘And sure enough. 

“T think they do have the 


‘andl Mark 
tend the 


Marna. Stan: 


Mark talked to him as a per- 


My heart 


Just the way he talked to him, 


is a patient 


household, the 
life revolved 


In_ Loewen's 
Ryan Iron Eagle succumbed to 


"After a 28-year career as a.24-7 
for her ill son, supple- 
mented with cab driving when 
her busband was off shiftwork, 
Loewen was lost without the 
familiar routines of tending to 
Ryan's most basic needs, making 


sure he was okay. magic’ she said. "Absolutely, its 
“We were all lost, for a year, magic” 

Pe tra yeais wre iweretiso pi Shel bes| hed the good for- 

scheduled; she recalled. tune to meet some of the old 


(Oil—Messier. Steve Smith. Craig 


McTavish. 
“1 haven't met any of the new 


engraved on their hearts for- Oilers, though ... I love ‘em, 
fever. Every year, they celebrate. they're such an amazing team. 1 
is “angelversary” with cake and think they're going to do it this 
balloons. reat,” she said. 


Like every mama, Loewen has 
Game day smiles Nes event 
One steady, unifying routine She loves Mattias Ekholm 
Keeps Loewen's family smiling; maybe just a it more than the 
game day, and her abiding—and 


i other players. 
eontagious—affection for the “I think he plays awesome, | 
Oilers. 


ier just think he’s here to win the 
just get pumped, first of all, Cup with us’ she said. 
“Then I put my makeup on—face 


"When he passed away, there 
‘was nothing to do any more” 
Ryan's innocent presence was 


“But Llove ‘em all! 
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Ms article deals 


wre ad selfharm, partealarty 
wane aGRte youth 
rere ete ISLGBTQ* youth supe 
a advocacy organization Outloud is 
ssattance as local 


eading for funding 
youth suicide attempts have rept 


reached a crisis point. 
‘Outloud’s executive director, Terry 


Soetaert, and Bekah Marcellus, one of the 
organization's three support workers, gave 
4 presentation to city council on April 18 
requesting $50,000 in one-time funding to 
hire more staff, as the youth-to-staff ratio 
at the weekly drop-ins regularly reaches 
20 to one. 
Council heard that the non-profit works 
with about 60 youth on a weekly basis, 
and have supported nearly 300 unique 
kids between the ages of five and 24 over 
the past year. More than 200 of those 
Youth are transgender or gender diverse 
‘Over 50 per cent of these kids exhib- 
it high-risk behaviours, including sui- 
idal ideation and self-harm” Marcellus 
said. “Currently, St. Albert is facing a 
youth suicide crisis and we aren't the only 
ones noticing” 5 
We have over a dozen kids who have 


ortedly 


2023, St. Albert Gazette 


yo 


e in the I 
attempted suicide in 
and even more who are desperate 
heir friends alive and who at 
tei old have had to call 911 on a suicidal 


rend” 

SL Albert's kids is jgarting to slip 

rough the cracks, said Marcellus 

th oe octet sad the rss 

has become difficult to manage 07. a day~ 

to-day bass. 

“It's horrible but it's 
trans kids especially, are 
donit have a place in the world a 
et by, so then a lot of them attempt sui- 
cide” he said. “I hate to say that we get 
callous by it, but it's every day.” 

Soetaert explained that $50,000 will 
allow the organization to shift a part- 
time staff member to full-time, and hire a 
fourth full-time support worker, 

Without additional staff moving for- 
ward, Soetaert said he feared current staff 
members will burn out. Recently two of 
the roughly 30 regular volunteers that 

work with Outloud needed to step away, 
Soetaert said. 

“They said that they cant do it anymore, 


last 12 months, 
to keep 
nly 12 


a reality that, our 
feeling like they 
nd cant 


that it's too stressful,” he said. “We' 

; Ihe said, “Were wor- 
tied that it's going to be the same with 
the staff, and we just need more people to 


ielp take care of the load.” 
Council heard that the organization has 


5, 
fed for nine various grant 
already MRoetaert said he thought the 

would be lucky to receive One UF 
grou per concern, Soetaert explained. 
ie that Qutloud may not receive oh 
rom any of the grants for some 


"i's right now that we're stuck," he said. 


Council weighing options 
Following Outloud's presentation on 
April 18 no motions were put forward by 
‘as Mayor Cathy Heron said coun- 


council, 
cil will need some time to discuss what 


already appli 


answer 
time, 


options are available, 

“| don't know where it's going to go yet,’ 
Heron said regarding the organization's 
funding request. “Council will probably 
be very open to some sort of help, but we 
haven't talked about it, and I'm just letting 
council mull it over” 

Heron said she plans to wait a week 
before asking colleagues for ideas. 

“t's nice when you could try to fit an 
ask like that in policy ... it's nice to have 
policies and rules because if you don't 
you get these one-offs that are very pol- 
itically motivated,’ Heron said, explain- 
ing that she's concerned if the city was 
to provide the full $50,000 request, the 
funds could be perceived as cunts 
ing “personal favourite charities” 


Coun. Mike Killick, who », 
council as a non-voting member? 
izen-based Community She oft 
Committee (CSAC), told the gain, 
plans to see if the CSAC cous este, 
Some interim-funding in advance 
year's allocation of the city (Oty 
‘Agency Grant. Outsig, 
Last December, the CSAC | 
the 2023 allocation of the anne?" 
program, and Outloud received ¢i5 8% | 
“Tm going to ask at (the Tues 2%! 
25 CSAC meeting) if there's son,’ APA 
way that we can do a mid-year 4,08 
request,” Killick said. "It's quite city 
that we would give out a mid-yeay 4 
quarter increase to what weve or fre 
given them because we pave out vd 
amount of money that we had toate 
to all of the different community 
“It would have to take some 
thinking of where we could maybe 
up with some additional funds" “°™ 
The Gazette will report on an 
evant decisions made b saa 
it de y the CSAC, 
Soetaert said the organization isn 
Peta Findecan be seat pie 
time donations through the orn 
ation’s website could go toward hn 
another support worker. ‘is 
“Well take anything that we can get"™ 
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